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ABSTRACT 

This paper records new localities for the occurrence of the following species of flowering plants: Callian- 
themum rutaefolium C. A. Mey. (Ranunculac^e) from Kashmir; Onopordon acanthium L, (Compositae) 
from Kashmir; Flaveria australasica Hook, (compositae), an introduced weed now extending to Uttar 
Pradesh; Cypripedium elegans Reichb. f. (Orchidaceae) previously known only from Sikkim and East 
Tibet, r^ntly recorded from Nepal and now collected in North Garhwal and Merendera persica Boiss^ 
& Kotsch. (Liiiaceae) from Kashmir. Streptolirion cordifolium (GrifF.) Kuntze, a climbing member of the 
Commelinaceae has been recorded from North Garhwal where it has only been infrequently collected 
in the past. 


In this third paper of the series (see Rau and Rao, 
1959,1960) brief notes are given about some more plants 
collected in recent months by the authors, which are 
either new records for the localities of collection or are 
very infrequently collected in the past and hence poorly 
represented in the Indian herbaria. 

RANUNCULACEAE 
Callianthemum rutaefolium C. A. Mey. 

This species has not been previously recorded from 
this country. During a collection tour in Kashmir, 
in the summer of 1959, specimens were collected 
from the Kungwattan plateau at an altitude of 
3000 m. This weak herb has dissected leaves and 
white flowers. Specimens with achenes have also 
been collected. 

Kungwattan, Kashmir, 30(X) xa.T. A. Rao 9282. 

6 June, 1959. 

CX)MPOSITAE 
Onopordon acanthium L. 

This large thistle, commonly known as the Scotch 
thistle or cotton thistle has not been previously re¬ 
ported from this country. Specimens collected in 
Afghanistan during the 19th century are found m 
the herbaria. This plant which is 1 to 2 m. high, 
bears large spherical heads of purple flowers and 
yellow-tipped spines. The stem with broad trian¬ 
gular spiny wings is very characteristic. 

Kashmir, Wular Lake Bank, 2500 m. T. A. Rao 
9508. 16 June, 1959. 

Flaveria australasica Hook. 

This is an introduced weed from Australia which 
appears to be rapidly spreading in this country. It 
has been previously collected in many places in 
South India and in some parts of Madhya Pradesh 
but as far as is known is nbt recorded from any part 


* Paper read at the Indian Science Congress Session, 
Roorkee, 1961. 


of Uttar Pradesh. The present collection was made 
in the environs of Lalitpur in Jhansi District. 
Lalitpur, Jhansi District U.P. T. A. Rao 8398. 
10 March, 1959. 

ORCHIDACEAE 
Cypripedium elegans Reichb. f. 

FI. Br. India 6: 169. 

A terrestrial leafy herb with characteristically one 
pair of opposite leaves and solitary, greenish, 
purple-streaked flower, this rare orchid was collect¬ 
ed in the Garhwal Himalayas in the Nandakini 
basin at an altitude of 3300 m. Hooker (FI. Br. 
India 6: 169) referred to this species as “a very 
interesting plant, the nearest of which is C. japoni- 
cum. I have seen only a single small specimen”. 
This orchid was collected in the past in Sikkim 
and Eastern Tibet. There are specimens from the 
Lachen valley (3000 m.), Zemu (4000 m), Chumbi, 
etc. Recently (7 June. 1954), Stainton, Sykes and 
Williams collected this plant in the Kali Gandak 
region of Nepal at an altitude of 33(X) m. It is 
interesting to record that.the present collection re¬ 
ported here was made further west in Garhwal at 
the same altitude and about the same period of the 
year. The orchid appears to be very rare as only 
one specimen could be found in spite of carefxil 
search of the area. 

Garhwal Himalayas, Bajmora (Nandakini valley, 
east of Ramni), 3300 m. M. Rau 10282. 17 June, 
1959, 

LILIACEAE 

Merendera persica Boiss. & Kotsch. FI. Br. India 6: 
357. 

A liliaceous herb with the habit and characters of 
Colchicum but with a long-necked bulb, this plant 
is known from the Panjab, on the Salt range and 
from various places in Afghanistan, Baluchistan 
and Kurram Valley. Gammie collected it in Dras 
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at an altitude of 3000 m. Most of the specimens 
in the Indian herbaria are old having been collected 
during the latter part of nineteenth century. R. R. 
Stewart and Mohinder Nath have collected this spe¬ 
cies in the Rawalpindi District in 1936. The pre¬ 
sent collection was made in the environs of Aharbal 
in Kashmir Valley. 

Kashmir, Aharbal. 2000 m. T, A, Rao^9239 (b). 
June 5, 1959. 

COMMELINACEAE 
Streptolirion cordifolium (Griff.) Kuntze 
Syn. 5. volubile Edgew. FI. Br. India 6: 389. 
Though this species has been recorded from 
Garhwal to Bhotan (FI. Br. India 6: 389) speci¬ 
mens from the Western Himalayas are very scanty 
in the Indian herbaria. A twining, flaccid herb 
with deeply cordate, many concentric-nerved leaves 
and white flowers in scorpioid cymes, this species 
was recently collected in North Garhwal. 


[VoL 2 

N. Garhwal Fandukeshwar, 2000 m. M, A, Rau 
10640. 26 Oct., 1959. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The authors wish to express their gratitude to 
Prof. J. C. Sen Gupta, Chief Botanist, Botanical 
Survey of India for his interest and encouragement. 
Grateful acknowledgement is also made to the 
authorities of the Central National Herbarium, 
Sibpur, Howrah, and Forest Research Institute, 
Dehra Dun for the facilities provided in their 
herbaria. 

REFERENCES 

1, Kookek, j. D.—Flora of British India, vols. 1-7. London, 

1872-97. 

2, Rau, M. A. & Rao, T. A.—Some Plant Records. Bull bot, 

Surv, India, 1(1): 142-143, 1959. 

3, -Some Plant Records-II.//»/d., 2(1 & 2): 43-44, 1960. 



